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From District 9 Councilman Bill Hollander: 
With summer upon us, we’re getting a lot of 

calls about mosquitoes.  There are a few things 

we can all do about them.   

Outside your home:  

¶ Install or repair and use window and door 

screens. 

¶ Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, 

cover, or throw out any items that hold water like tires, buckets, 

planters, toys, pools, birdbaths, flowerpot saucers, or trash 

containers.  Keep gutters clean.  Mosquitoes lay eggs near 

water. 

Inside your home: 

¶ Keep windows and doors shut and use air conditioning when possible. 

¶ Keep mosquitoes from laying eggs inside your home. Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, cover, or 

throw out any items that hold water like vases and flowerpot saucers. 

¶ Use an indoor flying insect fogger* or indoor insect spray* to kill mosquitoes and treat areas where they 

rest. Always follow label directions. 

To report standing water or other mosquito-related issues in your neighborhood, call 311 or 574-5000.  Reports 

can also be made through an online service request at www.louisvilleky.gov/government/metrocall-311.    

 Bill 

Two Projects Will Improve Lives in Clifton Heights 

Two major construction projects in Clifton Heights, over the next 24 months, will improve the neighborhood’s 

waste water flow and also improve patients’ access to treatment and visitation at the Robley Rex VA Medical 

Center.  

Clifton Heights CSO Basin to Keep the Ohio River Cleaner 

The long-awaited Clifton Heights CSO (Combined Sewer Overflow) basin in the northern section near 

Mellwood Arts and Drescher Bridge Avenue will capture and hold rainwater and sewage, which otherwise can 

overwhelm the sewer system during rain events and flow untreated into our waterways and into the Ohio River. 

According to MSD, “the 7-million-gallon underground basin project is part of MSD’s Integrated Overflow 

Abatement Plan and is required per our Federal Consent Decree.”  The project includes a control building, 

pump station and pipes laid to flow water in and out of the basin. It will limit the occurrence of overflows of 

five combined sewer lines throughout Clifton Heights. 

When the rainwater levels recede, MSD workers will be able to flush the multiple compartments of the stored 

sewage water into pipelines that will carry this water to the Morris Forman Waste Water Quality Treatment 

Centers (WQTC) in West Louisville. “They’ll use a little city water to fully flush out the CSO at this point,” 

said Todd L. Solomon, PE, of GRW Engineers, one of the project designers during the June 6 “Pardon Our 

 Continued on Page 4  

Clifton Heights July Meeting 

Tuesday, July 20, 7:00 p.m. 
Mellwood Arts Lobby 
1800 Mellwood Ave. 
 
The Louisville Fire Department speaker will 
explain how fire lanes are designated and 
added to certain streets, and other facts 
about fire safety in Louisville. 

http://www.cliftonheightsnbrhd.org/
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/government/metrocall-311
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Keeping Public Sidewalk and Bus Stop Clean for All  

Clifton Heights resident Jason Bradley has volunteered to maintain 
the wide TARC bus stop at the Clifton Avenue intersection so that 
wheelchairs may board the bus safely.  
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Take a Field Trip to Clifton—Start with the Kroger Mural 
Next time you grab a grocery cart at Kroger, STOP, LOOK UP!  You’ll enjoy a clever, 

charming mural of the Clifton neighborhood, the “official” home of the newly renovated Kroger 

which most Clifton Height residents also support.  Annette Cable, local free-lance artist and 

illustrator, wanted to create a joyful sense of community where diverse people and families 

work and play together, and that she did. 

Cable envisioned the 9.5x 5- foot mural, submitted her plans to Kroger’s invitation for proposals 

and got the nod.  Six weeks later, after working 8am-8pm days, she completed the 3-panel mural 

and supervised its mounting in the Kroger lobby last winter. Initially, with car and camera, she 

and her husband reconnoitered Clifton and noted all the iconic landmarks which would later 

appear on her mural.  She made detailed sketches in pen, ink and water colors; blew up her 

images on a computer; and finally translated the computerized blueprint to masonite using 

acrylics and her artistic license to produce the piece we see at Kroger. Cable is extremely 

grateful to the Louisville Visual Arts (LVA) for its important role in making this corporate/arts/community project 

happen. 

What we see in the mural is a delightful map of Clifton that is a mixture of fancy and fact. Cable includes a few private 

jokes (her family in the trolley with the Toulouse-Lautrec lady in green, her family dog and a memoriam to her cat), lots 

of generic homes and buildings in the style common throughout Clifton, landmarks like the railroad, several churches, 

American Printing House and School for the Blind, a bookstore, the Clifton Center and St. Frances of Rome, and outdoor 

dining likely to be seen along Frankfort between Ewing and Mellwood.  If you have some inside knowledge, you might 

spot Elizabeth’s Timely Attire and Sister Dragonfly’s welcome-dog, Harpo. 

For some family fun, take a photo of the mural with your phone or iPad and see how many of the hidden or pretty obvious 

places Annette Cable included in her mural.  Be sure to thank Kroger for sponsoring this local work of art.  

  

Clifton Mural Scavenger Hunt— 

How many can you discover in the neighborhood? 

   Easter Parade     Bookstore lovers 

   Billy Goat       Scavenger Hunt 

       Community Garden     St. Frances of Rome 

   Flamenco Dance School    Third Lutheran Church 

   Bingham Park     James Lee Presbyterian Church 

   Limestone fences     Clifton Center 

   Willow tree                                   Toulouse-Lautrec’s 

         on Payne Street                              Lady in Green 

   Chicken Steps     Trolley hop 

   Comfy Cow      Assistance dogs and Harpo 
Bowling 

   KSB Gazebo      Dining al fresco venues 

   Bird sanctuary     Kroger 
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Two Projects Will Improve 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

Dust” final MSD briefing. He described the interior multiple compartments in the underground basin as 

appearing to be like long bowling lanes, with each one being closed off from the adjacent one, until the flushing 

begins. 

The contractor, MAC Construction & Excavating, Inc., will shortly begin excavating 17,000 cu. yds. of earth as 

well as blasting some of the limestone cliffs along the northern edge of the CSO basin space.  In early June, 

representatives of Kentuckiana Seismic Survey began a door-to-door inspection of homes along lower 

Brownsboro Road that will back up to the underground basin. They are seeking any evidence of cracks before 

the controlled blasting will occur on the nearby CSO site. 

It was explained that controlled blasting is the most efficient method of breaking up the centuries old limestone 

rather than using metal hammers to break up the rock. In all, the contractor expects to remove 65,000 cu. yds. of 

the blasted rock. The rock and earth removed from the project will be used as fill for other projects.  (It had 

been thought that this material could be used as fill for the Robley Rex VA Medical Center parking project but 

the required permitting process might require too long a delay, said MAC Project Manager Rick Meunier.)  

The CSO project access is through Muncie Avenue and Bertie Avenue, both primarily from Mellwood Avenue. 

When the project is completed, MAC will repave Muncie and Mellwood Avenues. 

Using CSO Waste Rock and Earth to Add Surface Parking to VA Hospital 

Over a mile away, using excavated blasted rock and soil from several sources, MAC will be filling in two 

ravines along the top areas of the Robley Rex VA Medical Center behind the boiler building. leaving a 50-foot 

wide barrier between the parking lot and the nearby River Hill Apartments. This project will expand on-site 

surface parking for another 249 vehicles. In 2015, MAC tested the parking expansion by creating one new lot 

for 42 vehicles at the VA site.  “Those 42 additional spaces made a difference for employees and visitors to the 

center,” said Judy Williams, Public Affairs Officer.   

“We are currently leasing 300 spaces on Mellwood Avenue (near Mellwood Arts & Entertainment Center) and 

a shuttle bus picks up passengers on that lot and delivers them to the hospital main entrance. Patients and 

visitors have door-to-door service,” Williams continued. “We don’t know whether we’ll continue with the 

leased spaces after the new on-site spaces are added.”  

Being able to reuse rock and earth from a nearby project “is a significant reduction in environmental impact of 

creating the CSO basin if we reuse the natural materials,” commented Irvon Clear, VA Facility Manager and 

Chief Engineer.  

“We are awaiting the results of a study 

conducted by the Department of Fish and 

Wildlife and some permit approvals to 

proceed,” added Geoff Shumaker, PE, MBA, of 

the VA site. “Originally all the fill materials 

were to come from the Clifton Heights (CH) 

CSO, however, with the permit delay some of 

the fill material may end up coming from other 

MSD CSO projects in city,” Shumaker said. 

“Regardless of the source, we will proceed with 

our parking lot project.” 

By Anne McMahon 
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Coyotes, Deer and other Wildlife in Clifton Heights 
The June Community Conversation hosted by Bill Hollander, Councilman 9th District, who welcomed 22 

people to the Clifton Center on June 21, dealt with several types of wildlife. 

Jason Nally, from the Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife, 

discussed urban interactions with coyotes and other wildlife. He 

explained “there have been many attempts to eradicate coyotes but 

it has never worked, so the best thing to do is learn safe ways to 

live near them. Coyotes are adaptable animals. The ones who live 

in the country are completely different than ones who live in 

cities.”  

Sometimes, such as in downtown Chicago, coyotes are trapped, 

collared with a transmitter, and studied. City coyotes can live five times longer than their country cousins so 

they know how to get along.  

Several people were concerned that they see coyotes regularly in the parking lot at Sacred Heart Village and in 

the open field below Billy Goat Hill garden. One woman reported that was walking her dog when she passed a 

coyote lying in someone’s front yard. It approached and followed her and her dog home. Another woman and 

her dog had a coyote run across a field toward them barking. Nally said in that case the coyote probably had a 

den nearby.  

“Coyotes,” he said, “don’t hunt like wolves but they live in families like wolves, always leaving one or two 

close relatives to guard the den.” He advised, “Never 

run away if confronted by a coyote. Instead take a 

threatening step toward it, yell and wave your arms 

until it retreats. The main worry about coyotes and 

even foxes is they can carry rabies or Parvo and other 

canine diseases.” 

Deer  

Some were concerned about the deer they saw near 

their property. One man saw a full grown deer 

walking in the middle of Payne Street. Hollander said 

he’d heard of one on the Barret School Property. 

Nally said any fence that would keep deer out of your 

yard had to be at least 8-feet high and this is not deer 

hunting season.                                  Barbara Wilson 

 

On Saturday, June 25, 
children joined their 
parents of North East 
Christian Church in 
cleaning up three parks 
in Clifton and Clifton 
Heights. Teamwork was 
essential for Amber 
Lacy and Brady Elwell 
carrying a heavy log in 
Clifton Heightsô 
Hopewell Park just off 
Birchwood Ave. 
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American Printing House Offers 

    American Printing House Programs of Interest this Summer 
Braille for the Sighted: Workshop for children 8 and up.  July 16, 10:30-12:30 p.m. Learn basics of Braille’s 

alphabet and practice writing on a braille slate and a braillewriter.  

Cinema Saturday:  July 9, Daredevil (2003), 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. Rated PG-13. Movie is audio described for 

the blind and features an important character who is blind or visually impaired. Reserve by noon July 8. 

August 13, The Book of Eli (2010). Rated R. Make reservations by noon of the previous day (Aug. 12). 

Self-Guided Museum Visit:   Mon – Fri., 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. No reservations needed for small groups. 

Guided Tours: (for larger groups):  offered Monday through Saturday, 1 to 1-1/2 hours. Contact Rob Guillen 

at 899-2242 or rguillen@aph.org to schedule, at least a week in advance. 

 

St. Leonard Parish Picnic 

Sept. 9 and 10 
The parishioners of St. Leonard Catholic Community 

invite all neighbors in Clifton Heights, Crescent Hill 

and Clifton to join us at our annual picnic Friday, 

September 9th and Saturday, September 10th, at 440 

Zorn Avenue. On Friday night, booths are open from 6 

– 11 p.m. and Saturday, booths are open from 4 to 11 

p.m.  Mass will be in the church at 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

Fried foods and BBQ, ice cream and other picnic 

goodies will be served outside both nights and seating will 

be available in the air conditioned cafeteria. There will be 

booths for all ages, games of chance, capital prizes a 

$2,500, $1,00 and $500) a quilt raffle, a $100 meat raffle. 

A “Texas Hold ‘Em” tournament will be held both nights 

starting at 7 p.m.  Call the Parish Office at (502) 897-2595 

to register. 

  

mailto:rguillen@aph.org
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Despite Neighborsô Efforts 

   ñLouder Than Lifeò Festival Again at Champions Park 

Despite efforts by several Clifton Heights residents with support of the Board of Clifton Heights Neighborhood 

Association seeking a change, an announcement in the Courier-Journal on June 1, 2016, confirms the massive 

festival will again be held at Champions Park on River Road, October 1-2, 2016. 

During the fall and winter, Clifton Heights residents Alice Mark and Debra Osoffsky talked with key officials 

and 9th District Councilman Bill Hollander in an effort to have the festival relocated. At a Feb 11, 2016 meeting 

with Audrey Knigge of Codes and Regulations, Marty Storch of Metro Parks, and Officer Aubrey Gregory of 

Police Department, these neighbors and some Clifton Heights Board members, a Crescent Hill resident, with 

Kyle Etheridge, representing District 9, discussed the event. 

“We felt that we were not being heard and issues were being glossed over,” reported Osoffsky. So, this same 

group of neighbors/ residents met with Seve Ghose, head of Metro Parks. “This was an excellent meeting, she 

said, and it was suggested that the next meeting should be with the promoter and the Mayor's office. However, 

that meeting was not scheduled when the Mayor 's office advised that the festival was for “the greater good of 

the community.”  

“They essentially had no interest in meeting with us,” commented Ms. Osoffsky. Shortly afterwards, the 

Courier-Journal published the concert dates and some of the music participants. 

 

Impact on The Green Triangle 

In the heart of the district known as “The Green Triangle,” led (from 2009 -2013) by then-Councilwoman Tina 

Ward-Pugh, hundreds of residents and business owners responded to a survey whose results envisioned 

“…citizens, businesses and government working to 

create a 9th District of: green spaces for people to 

connect with nature and each other; green options for 

transportation; and green thinking that promotes 

conservation of resources and small neighborhood 

feel.” (Mission of Green Triangle.) 

Contrast this above vision with that of the concert 

and its two-day (and one night), traffic/ 

parking/emergency vehicle nightmare, the “Loud as 

Possible” electronic noise level and the damage and 

left-behind litter throughout Champions Park. Mayor 

Jerry Abramson had created a natural wonderland for 

hikers, joggers, funning and biking events, soccer 

grounds, and spaces for people and dogs to recreate 

together. 

On Sept. 30 and Oct. 1-2 weekend, listen, watch, and 

decide for yourself. If you wish to join our effort, call 

897-5031.  



8 Clifton Heights News July 1, 2016 

Understanding Valuation of Your Property  

With real estate sales on the rise, Louisville has become the second largest city in home sales in the country, 

according to Tony Lindauer, the Jefferson County PVA (Property Value Administrator).  He and his Chief of 

Staff Colleen Younger spoke to the Clifton Heights Community Council at its April 19 Quarterly meeting. For 

homeowners, the property assessment process can prove tricky, Lindauer said, however, the PVA team is here 

to answer many resident’s questions and concerns. Tony and his team explained that within recent years, homes 

in very different neighborhoods were being compared for assessments. This error was caught and is being 

corrected. 

To request that your property be reassessed, if you feel it is 

overvalued, documentation is key. Photos are the crucial. 

Perhaps the majority of homes on your street have been 

updated or remodeled in some fashion, while yours has 

remained the same. You must capture the state of your property that would prove the current assessment too 

high. Examples could be a foundation crack or outdated kitchens and/or bathrooms. Take this information to the 

PVA’s website: www.jeffersonpva.ky.gov, and start necessary online steps to a new assessment.  

Although your taxes are based upon the assessment performed, the Jefferson County PVA does not set the tax 

rate; Metro Louisville sets the rate. With over 321,000 properties to assess in Jefferson County, Lindauer makes 

himself available to the people of Louisville.  If you need assistance to complete a reassessment form or have 

further questions, their office is available at: (502) 574-6380. By Olivia Castor 
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Your Clifton Heights Community Council 

Your $5.00 annual membership enables your council to 

represent you with Metro Government and to keep you 

informed about your neighborhood via newsletters and the 

website:    www.cliftonheightsnbrhd.org 

Volunteers are always needed to help deliver this newsletter. 

To volunteer, please call the Editor, Treasurer, or President. 

Please send this form with a $5.00 check made out to 

Clifton Heights. Mail to Mary Brady, Treasurer, 606 Edna 

Road, Louisville, KY 40206. 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

Home Phone:________________Cell Phone: _________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

The Jefferson County PVA does 

not set the tax rate; Metro 

Louisville sets the rate. 

 

http://www.jeffersonpva.ky.gov/
mailto:Lvl13nwtr@aol.com
http://www.cliftonheightsnbrhd.org/

